
 

Written by Dinara Taldybayeva, 

Eurasian Research Institute, Kazakhstan 

 

04.09.2018-10.09.2018 • No: 176 

7 

IRAN-PAKISTAN COOPERATION IN ENSURING REGIONAL SECURITY: 

THE BALOCHISTAN PROBLEM 
At present, the issues of ensuring and strengthen-
ing regional security, as well as intensifying the 
fight against the threat of terrorism and separa-
tism, remain among the main strategic priorities of 
many states. In this respect, Iran and Pakistan are 
no exception. Over the past decades, Tehran and 
Islamabad have faced similar challenges and secu-
rity threats more than once which causes a need 
for the two countries to develop cooperation for 
stabilizing the situation in their adjacent regions. 
Thus, in July 2018, the countries reached an agree-
ment on a comprehensive framework for expand-
ing bilateral ties in the areas of security, the fight 
against terrorism, and information exchange that 
would strengthen cross-border cooperation for 
peace, trade and friendship on common borders. 
Having set a goal to fight terrorist groups and ex-
tremist movements, the parties are interested in 
ensuring stability on the Iran-Pakistan border, 
where armed militants continue their activity and 
the issue of security remains extremely serious. 
One of the reasons for the escalation of security 
threats on the border between Iran and Pakistan is 
the problem of Baloch separatism. 
This problem officially arose in 1948 due to the 
formation of Pakistan as a state that acquired a sig-
nificant part of the territory of Balochistan, which 
had formerly been under the British protectorate. 
However, it should also be noted that the Baloch 
territorial division began in the late XIX century 
when relevant agreements were reached between 
Iran, Afghanistan and Great Britain. Thus, Balo-
chistan is a historical territory divided among Af-
ghanistan (Helmand Province and Kandahar Prov-
ince), Pakistan (Balochistan Province) and Iran 
(Sistan and Balochistan Province). The area of the 
ethnic Baloch territory is about 500,000 km², most 
of which, or 347,000 km², belongs to Pakistan. 
Having failed to exercise their right to self-deter-
mination, the radical Baloch, who underwent the 
influence of the ideas of nationalism and separa-
tism, began an insurgency for gaining their inde-
pendence. 
The Baloch problem is the most acute for Paki-
stan, where insurgencies broke out several times 
during which the Baloch claimed their special 
rights ranging from autonomy to secession. To 
suppress any insurrection, Islamabad launched 
full-scale military operations. In the 1970s, the 
Baloch People’s Liberation Front (BPLF) led the 
Baloch fighting against the Government of Paki-
stan. The situation in the province became com-
plicated during the Afghan war of 1979-1989, as 
a result of which millions of Afghan refugees 
moved to Pakistan, gravely destabilizing the situ-
ation throughout the region. Although the situa-
tion in Pakistan’s Balochistan has stabilized after 
the withdrawal of the Soviet troops from Afghan-
istan in 1989 and the return of some of the Afghan 
refugees to their homeland, the socio-economic 
situation in the province continues to be difficult. 
Despite the presence of significant reserves of 
mineral resources, including natural gas, the pro-
duction of which accounts for about 85% of the 
country’s total gas extraction, and existence of the 

Gwadar port, which is the key transport and logis-
tics facility of the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC), the socio-economic development 
level of the Balochistan Province remains low. 
The economic backwardness, along with the 
clearly demonstrated terrorist activity, leads to the 
isolation of the region, threatening the territorial 
integrity of Pakistan and the stability of the region 
as a whole. 
Since the beginning of the 2000s, separatist activ-
ities in the Pakistani province have fiercely re-
sumed under the leadership of the so-called Balo-
chistan Liberation Army (BLA). It is assumed that 
the organization appeared in the 1980s, uniting 
leftist-minded youth, which later fell under the 
power of the radicals. Unverified reports suggest 
that the number of BLA militants ranges from 
5,000 to 10,000. The reason of its creation was the 
intensification of economic activities by the cen-
tral authorities, which sought to implement a num-
ber of infrastructure projects in the territory of 
Balochistan as well as to move forward with the 
extraction of minerals. However, according to the 
local population, Islamabad  has not focused 
enough on the development of the region, which 
has not received tangible benefits from the gas 
transit and natural resources development. As a re-
sult, since 2015, namely, after the signing of the 
treaty on CPEC, there has been an increase in the 
terrorist activity of radical groups in the province. 
For example, in late August 2015, armed militants 
attacked an airport in the coastal city of Jiwani in 
the Gwadar district, which is of strategic im-
portance due to its location near the border be-
tween Pakistan and Iran. The BLA claimed re-
sponsibility for the terrorist act continuing a series 
of attacks on security forces and infrastructure in 
the province. Moreover, signs of the presence of 
the Islamic State have appeared since 2014 in Pa-
kistani Balochistan. 
A similar situation is observed in the Iranian prov-
ince of Sistan and Balochistan where about 2.5 
million Balochs live. However, the status of the 
Balochs in the Iranian society is complicated by 
the existence of the ethno-confessional factor. The 
Baluchi community residing in Iran, like most 
Muslims in the world, are Sunni, unlike the vast 
majority of the Iranian population who profess 
Shiism. In the present circumstances, cases of dis-
crimination based on religion are not uncommon. 
The formation and development of the armed re-
bel movement of radical national groups in the Ira-
nian province of Sistan and Balochistan took place 
in the 1960s and 1980s. During this period, such 
radical movements as the Baloch Liberation Front 
and the Baloch Autonomist Movement led the de-
stabilizing activity on the territory of the country. 
After the collapse of the latter, the terrorist group 
Jundallah, also called the Movement of People’s 
Resistance of Iran, which is known for its attacks 
on the Iranian military, police and civilians, has 
taken a guiding role. Among the high-profile ac-
tions of this organization are the attack on Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s convoy dur-
ing his visit to Balochistan in 2005 and the terror-
ist attack on the highway near the village of Tasuki 

in 2006, as well as the bombing of the bus with the 
soldiers of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) in 2007. In the view of the increased at-
tacks, the Iranian government launched a large-
scale campaign against the Jundallah militants 
substantially reducing their activity. 
It should be noted that, as in the case of Pakistan, 
the Iranian province is one of the most backward 
among other provinces of Iran from the socio-eco-
nomic point of view. The high level of unemploy-
ment forces the Baloch youth to join the radical 
groups, which negatively impacts the possibilities 
of unlocking the economic potential of the region. 
Despite the fact that in recent years the priorities 
of the Iranian government were the strengthening 
of the economy and the stabilization of the social 
situation in the Sistan and Balochistan Province 
through the development of the petrochemical in-
dustry, the construction of the Chabahar port, as 
well as railway networks, including Kerman-
Zahedan-Chabahar, the situation on the ground re-
mains tense. As a result, Iran had to deploy addi-
tional military units commanded by the IRGC in 
the province, as well as to take measures to bridge 
the differences between the Shiite and Sunni com-
munities of Sistan and Balochistan. 
It must be noted that as Iran better monitors the 
situation in the province bordering with Pakistan 
Tehran often addresses complaints to Islamabad 
regarding its failure to timely stop activities of 
radical armed formations deployed on its territory, 
which have the opportunity to organize terrorist 
attacks, including on the Iranian territory. How-
ever, despite the grievances related to the unsatis-
factory protection of their mutual border, the par-
ties have reached a common understanding that 
joint activities in response to the current security 
situation are needed, which is clearly demon-
strated by their intention to expand the existing 
agreements and regulations in this area. 
Thus, the parties express their interest in extend-
ing joint operational and tactical cooperation to 
ensure stability in their adjacent regions. Through 
the existing negotiating platforms, which include 
high-level and top-level meetings, as well as meet-
ings of the Ad Hoc Committee on Security and the 
Joint Border Commission of Iran and Pakistan, the 
parties continue to increase their efforts in com-
bating cross-border terrorism and drug trafficking. 
For example, there is an agreement on combating 
terrorism and illicit drug trafficking between Iran 
and Pakistan signed in February 2013. In 2014, the 
countries signed a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) in Islamabad to expand cooperation in 
the field of security. In addition, in 2017, during a 
meeting of the Joint Border Commission in Gua-
dar, Pakistan and Iran signed the MoU in order to 
further expand mutual cooperation in the field of 
border management. Currently, the countries are 
establishing interaction between their border po-
lice and security forces to conduct regular joint pa-
trols along the Iran-Pakistan border. The measures 
taken by the parties to combat common threats can 
positively contribute to ensuring regional security 
and protecting the border belt, if properly and 
timely implemented. 



 

 

 During his visit to Tbilisi, European 

Commissioner for European Neigh-

bourhood Policy and Enlargement 

Negotiations Johannes Hahn met with 

Georgian Foreign Minister David 

Zalkaliani to discuss the further steps 

for strengthening fruitful bilateral co-

operation focusing on the develop-

ment of transit links. The parties also 

discussed preparations to mark the 

tenth anniversary of the Eastern Part-

nership to be held in Batumi. 

 During the trilateral summit between 

the presidents of Iran, Russia and 

Turkey held in Tehran, the 

participants discussed the latest de-

velopments in Syria and coordinated 

their efforts in finding a political so-

lution to the Syrian crisis. Ahead of 

the summit, the three presidents held 

separate bilateral meetings on issues 

of mutual interest. 

 During his visit to Zagreb, President 

of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met with 

President of Croatia Kolinda Grabar-

Kitarovic to discuss the prospects for 

boosting political and economic ties 

between the two countries. As a result 

of the visit, the parties signed a num-

ber of documents, including the Pro-

gram on Cultural Cooperation be-

tween the Ministries of Culture of 

Azerbaijan and Croatia for 2018-

2020. 

 During his official visit to Moscow, 

Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol 

Pashinyan met with President of Rus-

sia Vladimir Putin to discuss the key 

questions of developing allied Rus-

sian-Armenian relations, as well as 

the issues of cooperation within the 

Eurasian Economic Union and the 

Collective Security Treaty Organiza-

tion. 

 During his official visit to Minsk, 

Speaker of the Parliament of Iran Ali 

Larijani met with President of Belarus 

Alexander Lukashenko to discuss the 

ways to develop trade and economic 

cooperation, as well as the prospects 

for reaching the level of mutual trade 

set out by the presidents, namely, $1 

billion per year. 

 

Economy, Finance, and Energy 
 

 According to the State Customs Com-

mittee of Azerbaijan, in the first half 

of 2018, the country’s trade turnover 

with Ukraine amounted to $343.87 

million, which is 43.5% more com-

pared to the same period last year. It 

is also noted that $146.57 million ac-

counted for the exports of Azerbaijani 

products to Ukraine. 

 During the meeting between Head of 

the Accounts Chamber of Kyrgyzstan 

Ulukbek Maripov and Head of the 

Accounts Chamber of Azerbaijan 

Vugar Gulmammadov held in Mos-

cow, the parties signed an agreement 

on bilateral cooperation aimed at 

deepening and strengthening partner-

ship between the highest audit agen-

cies of the two countries. 

 According to the International Mone-

tary Fund (IMF) representative office 

in Ukraine, the IMF mission led by 

Ron van Rooden started working in 

Kiev. The mission will discuss finan-

cial assistance from the IMF in sup-

port of policies to maintain macroeco-

nomic stability in the country.   

 According to the Ministry for Foreign 

Trade of Uzbekistan, agreements on 

the implementation of investment 

projects worth $470 million were 

signed following the business forum 

between Uzbekistan and Egypt. 

Moreover, loan agreements worth 

$60 million were signed with the Af-

rican Export-Import Bank and the 

Bank of Cairo.  The forum took place 

during the official visit of President of 

Egypt Abdel Fattah Saeed Hussein 

Khalil el-Sisi to Uzbekistan. 

 According to the report of British Pe-

troleum, in January-August 2018, the 

growth of the GDP of Turkmenistan 

amounted to 6.2%. According to the 

forecasts of the World Bank, the GDP 

growth in Turkmenistan is expected 

to reach 6.3% in 2018, while the 

United Nations (UN) forecast the 

Turkmen economy will grow by 4.8% 

in 2018. 

 According to the Government of Ta-

jikistan, in July 2018, the country in-

creased the monthly exports of elec-

tricity to Uzbekistan to 417 million 

kWh compared to 110-120 million 

kWh exported earlier. Tajikistan is 

expected to export at least 1.5 billion 

kWh of electricity to Uzbekistan by 

the end of 2018. 

 The Government of Kazakhstan an-

nounced its decided to rename the 

Aktau International Sea Port to the 

Aktau Sea Trade Port. It was an-

nounced that the deprivation of its in-

ternational status will allow lifting the 

restriction on the privatization of the 

port. The port was included in the list 

of the objects to be privatized by the 

end of 2018. 
 

Society and Culture 
 

 Russia’s Krasnoyarsk International 

Airport announced its plans to launch 

a new regular scheduled flight oper-

ated by IrAero Airlines to Fergana 

starting October 7, 2018. 

 The Russian Orthodox Church 

slammed the Greek Orthodox Ecu-

menical Patriarchate for sending rep-

resentatives to Ukraine. The Ukrain-

ian Church belongs to the Patriarchate 

of Moscow and has asked for a sepa-

ration via the recognition of its Eccle-

siastical independence by being 

granted the status of Autocephaly. 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

announced that this would start the 

procedure for the official recognition 

of the Church of Ukraine as Auto-

cephalous. 

 As a result of the 25th meeting of the 

Council of Heads of the Common-

wealth of Independent States (CIS) 

News Agencies held at Lake Issyk-

Kul, the participants agreed to pro-

mote tourism to support each other 

within the CIS Year of Culture. More-

over, the parties discussed issues of 

mutual cooperation in disseminating 

information about the CIS member 

states’ tourists sectors. 

 Uzbek filmmakers came to the city of 

Semey to film “The Word of Abai” 

documentary. The filming is carried 

out in accordance with the resolution 

of President of Uzbekistan Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev to promote the legacy of 

Abai Qunanbaiuly, a great poet of the 

Kazakh people. 

 Astana hosted the regional confer-

ence entitled “Empowering Women 

in Afghanistan”. The conference was 

initiated as part of the promotion of 

gender equality at the global level. 

The conference participants adopted 

the Astana Declaration on Empower-

ing Women in Afghanistan, which 

stresses “the importance of full and 

meaningful engagement of women in 

the national reconciliation process in 

Afghanistan”. 

Prepared by 
Lidiya Parkhomchik, Dauren Aben, Kanat Makhanov 

Politics, Foreign Affairs, and Security 

 

 


