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JUNE 2018 PRESIDENTIAL AND PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN 

TURKEY 
On June 24, 2018, the presidential and par-

liamentary elections were held in Turkey. 

The fact that the voter turnout was high at 

almost 87% indicates that the Turkish peo-
ple have shown a keen interest in voting in 

order to make a decision on the political fate 

of their country. According to the official re-

sults announced by the Supreme Election 

Council, incumbent President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan secured the majority of votes win-

ning in the first round with 52.59% 

(26,324,482) of the votes cast. His main op-

ponent Muharrem Ince came in the second 
place gaining 30.64% (15,336,594) of votes, 

followed by Selahaddin Demirtas, Meral 

Aksener, Temel Karamollaoglu, and Dogu 

Perincek with 8.4% (4,205,219), 7.29% 
(3,649,233), 0.89% (443,766) and 0.20% 

(98,926) of votes, respectively. 
As for the parliamentary elections, the coa-

lition between the ruling Justice and Devel-

opment Party (AKP) and the Nationalist 

Movement Party (MHP) called as the Peo-

ple’s Alliance has won the majority of seats 
with 53.66% of votes (AKP – 42.56%, MHP 

– 11.10%), while the so-called Nation Alli-

ance, which includes three opposition par-

ties, namely, the Republican People’s Party 
(CHP), the Good Party (IYI) and the Felicity 

Party (SP), secured 33.94% of votes (CHP – 

22.64%, IYI – 9.95%, and SP – 1.35%). In 

total, the People’s Alliance comprising the 
AKP (295) and the MHP (49) gained 344 

seats in the parliament, while the Nation Al-

liance won 189 seats distributed as follows: 

the CHP and the IYI gained 146 and 43 

seats, respectively, while the SP did not suc-
ceed in winning parliamentary seats. De-

spite the fact that being in the coalition al-

lowed the SP to bypass the 10% threshold, 

they were not able to win any seats because 
of the peculiarities of the seat distribution in 

the parliament. Alongside with these two 

coalitions, the Peoples’ Democratic Party 

(HDP) entered the parliament securing 

11.70% of votes and gaining 67 seats. 

In accordance with the current legislation, 
the presidential and parliamentary elections 

had initially been set for November 3, 2019. 

However, in mid-April 2018, the date has 

been changed to June 24, 2018. In fact, Tur-

key’s elections surprised many observers in 
terms of their outcomes. For instance, the 

People’s Alliance comprising the AKP and 

the MHP experienced a 7.74% decrease in 

the total votes in comparison with the No-

vember 2015 election where the alliance re-

ceived 61.4% of votes. The major drop oc-
curred in the AKP’s votes, which fell by 

6.94%. On the other hand, the MHP man-

aged to gather almost the same amount of 

votes, which decreased only by 0.8% com-

pared to the 2015 election, even despite the 
fact that the IYI established by some former 

MHP members also took part in the 2018 

election. Being in the coalition has allowed 

the MHP to compensate for its lost votes at 
the expense of the AKP’s voters, thus caus-

ing a significant reduction in the number of 

votes casted for the AKP. As for the CHP, 

as a result of the 2018 parliamentary elec-
tion, the party lost 2.49% of votes in com-

parison with the 2015 election. This situa-

tion could be explained by a number of rea-

sons. For instance, some CHP’s voters de-

cided to support their ally party, while some 
left-wing CHP’s voters are dissatisfied with 

the fact that their party has entered a coali-

tion with the right wing parties. In addition 

to that, it is being argued that some CHP’s 
voters voted for the HDP in order to help the 

party to pass the 10% threshold and reduce 

the number of the AKP members in the par-

liament. Therefore, when comparing the 
2018 parliamentary election with the previ-

ous election, it looks like around 0.9% and 

1% of total votes have shifted towards the 

HDP and the IYI, respectively. When it 

comes to the distribution of parliament 
seats, the AKP has lost 23 seats, while its 

coalition partner, the MHP, has gained 9 

seats. The CHP and the HDP have added 12 

and 8 seats, respectively. It should be noted 
that following the 2017 referendum the 

number of parliament seats was increased 

from 550 to 600. 
The presidential election results also show 

that both President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 

who is the current leader of the AKP, and his 
main competitor, the CHP’s candidate Mu-

harrem Ince, have outperformed the voting 

results of their parties. Erdogan surpassed 

his party’s votes by almost 10% receiving 

support from the MHP’s voters since the 
party had not nominated its own candidate. 

On the other hand, Ince as the representative 

of the CHP has passed the psychological 

barrier for his party reaching more than 30% 

of votes, which was a great success for his 

political career. By portraying a conserva-

tive, educated profile and with his lively de-

bates and speeches, he managed to earn a 
positive image with both left and right wing 

voters. It is important to mention that he ran 

against CHP leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu in 

the party election but lost. In order to enter 

the presidential election, he gave away an 
opportunity to become a party leader by re-

signing from his member of parliament’s 

position. His current success revives the dis-

cussions of him being the new CHP leader 
and enlarges the voters’ base of the party. As 

for Aksener, she has faced the biggest dis-

appointment by receiving only half of what 

was being expected from her according to 
the pre-election poll results. There are a 

number of reasons indicating why IYI leader 

Meral Aksener was not able to reach the ex-

pected outcome. One of the reasons is that 

some right-wing voters who were dissatis-
fied with the AKP and the MHP and were 

ready to vote for Aksener decided not to 

support her after the party established the 

National Alliance with the left-wing CHP. 
In addition to that, the IYI failed to collect 

votes in the central part of Turkey where the 

right-wing AKP and MHP have a strong 

vote base. 
In conclusion, the 2018 elections in Turkey 

have become one of the most strategically 
motivated elections in the context of voters’ 

decisions. Since Turkish citizens were given 

the opportunity to vote simultaneously at the 

presidential and parliamentary elections, 

some shifts took place in preferences of the 
parties’ voters. In short, the consolidation of 

the right-wing voters under the People’s Al-

liance has been successful in both elections, 

while the alliance established between the 
left and right-wing opposition parties failed 

to reach their desired results. Nevertheless, 

since Recep Tayyip Erdogan will continue 

to lead the country until 2023 with much 
larger power assigned to the president under 

the newly adopted presidential system, in 

the mid-term perspective Turkey will wit-

ness the transition process from one govern-

ance system to another. As a result, there is 
a strong need to further strengthen the gov-

ernmental institutions drafting new rules for 

regulating the political processes inside the 

country. 



 

 

 During his official visit to Baku, Pres-
ident of Turkey Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan met with President of Azerbai-
jan Ilham Aliyev to discuss prospects 
for developing and further strength-
ening bilateral relations with a focus 
on issues of mutual interest. 

 During his visit to Moscow to attend 
the final match of the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup, President of France Em-
manuel Macron met with President of 
Russia Vladimir Putin to discuss bi-
lateral and international issues, in-
cluding the Syrian crisis and the 
Ukraine conflict. 

 During his official visit to Baku, Min-
ister of Health and Medical Education 
of Iran Hassan Ghazizadeh Hashemi 
met with President of Azerbaijan Il-
ham Aliyev to discuss the issues re-
lated to healthcare cooperation be-
tween the two countries. 

 During his official visit to Moscow, 
Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin 
Netanyahu met with President of Rus-
sia Vladimir Putin to discuss eco-
nomic and political partnership be-
tween the two countries, as well as the 
development of relations in the area 
of humanitarian cooperation. 

 During their official visit to Brussels, 
Foreign Minister of Armenia Zograb 

Mnatsakanyan and Foreign Minister 
of Azerbaijan Elmar Mammadyarov 

held a joint meeting with the co-chairs 

of the OSCE Minsk Group, namely, 
Igor Popov, Stefan Visconti and An-

drew Schofer. During the meeting, 
the negotiation process on the settle-

ment of the Armenia-Azerbaijan con-
flict was comprehensively discussed. 

The parties exchanged views on the 
next steps to advance the negotiation 

process. 

 During his official visit to Moscow, 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Belarus Oleg Kravchenko met with 
Assistant Secretary of State for Euro-

pean and Eurasian Affairs of the 
United States Wess Mitchell to dis-

cuss bilateral cooperation prospects 
and the situation in the Eurasian re-

gion. 

 According to the Undersecretariat for 

Defence Industries of Turkey, the 

agreement on the sale of 30 Turkish 
T129 attack helicopters was signed 

with Pakistan. It is noted that the deal 
covers the provision of logistics, 

spare parts, training and ammunition 
for the helicopters. 
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Economy, Finance and Energy 
 

 According to the National Bank of 
Belarus (NBB), in January-May 
2018, the country increased the ex-
ports of merchandise and services by 
21.9% in comparison with the same 
period of last year to $16.7 billion, 
while the imports amounted to $16.4 
billion, which is a 22.7% increase. 
The foreign trade surplus thus 
amounted to $309.7 million. 

 According to Minister of Industry and 
Trade of Russia Denis Manturov, in 
2018, the country will boost domestic 
consumption of aluminum by 
300,000 tons against the background 
of the U.S. sanctions. It was noted that 
the domestic consumption volume 
could grow to 2.5 million tons in five 
years. 

 According to Economic Development 
Minister of Russia Maksim Oreshkin, 
in 2019, the increased value added tax 
will push inflation in the country 
slightly above the 4% level.  

 According to the Baku Stock Ex-
change, the total turnover of stock 
transactions on all instruments 
amounted to about 11.73 billion 
manats ($6.88 billion) in January-
June 2018, which is 2.7 times more 
than in the same period of 2017. 

 According to the State Statistics 
Committee of Azerbaijan, prices for 
consumer goods and tariffs for ser-
vices in the country increased by 3% 
in January-June 2018 as compared to 
January-June 2017. During the re-
porting period, prices for food prod-
ucts and non-food items increased by 
3% and 3.8%, respectively, while 
costs of paid services increased by 
2.4%. 

 According to Deputy Chairman of the 
Board of Kazakhstan Railways 
Maksat Kabashev, the port of Aktau 
and the ports of Iran will launch con-
tainer shipments in 2019. It is also 
noted that the total cargo turnover be-
tween these ports from January to 
May 2018 amounted to 568,605 tons. 

 According to the North Caspian Op-
erating Company, the Kashagan pro-
ject operator, it is planned to produce 
11-13 million tons of oil at the field in 
2018, which exceeds the production 
forecasts. It was noted that the com-
pany reached the actual production 
level of 325,000 barrels per day. 

 According to the Committee on Sta-
tistics under the Ministry of National 
Economy of Kazakhstan, the unem-
ployment in the country decreased to 

4.8% in June 2018 compared to 4.9% 
in May 2018. The number of unem-
ployed in Kazakhstan reached 
434,400 people in June. The number 
of people registered as unemployed in 
employment agencies totaled 149,500 
people, or 1.7%, of the total work-
force as of the end of June 2018. 

 According to the State Statistics 
Committee of Uzbekistan, the coun-
try’s foreign trade turnover equaled 
$17.7 billion in January-June 2018. 
The exports of energy and petroleum 
products increased by 78.5% as com-
pared to the same period of the previ-
ous year, while the exports of natural 
gas increased by 1.9 times. 

 

Society and Culture 
 

 The Russian state-owned Aeroflot 
airline launched regular flights be-
tween Moscow and Kyzylorda. The 
Moscow – Kyzylorda flight will be 
the ninth destination of Aeroflot in 
Kazakhstan. 

 According to the Committee on Sta-
tistics under the Ministry of National 
Economy of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan 
has become the second largest re-
ceiver of money transfers from Ka-
zakhstan. Roughly, 31.3 billion tenge 
($91 million) were sent to Uzbekistan 
for the period from January to May 
2018. The bulk of transfers worth 
89.4 billion tenge ($260 million) was 
made to Russia. 

 According to the UNESCO, the work 
is underway to include the Turkmen 
Karakum Desert into the UNESCO 
World Heritage List. The Karakum 
Desert covers most of the territory of 
Turkmenistan, namely, 350,000 
square kilometers, and is one of the 
largest sand deserts in the world. The 
unique ecosystem includes the Zaun-
guz Karakum, the Central Karakum, 
the Lowland Karakum and the South-
East Karakum. 

 According to the State Committee of 
Uzbekistan for Tourism Develop-
ment, the total number of foreign cit-
izens who entered the country in the 
first half of 2018, increased by 91.6% 
compared to the same period in 2017 
and amounted to more than 2.68 mil-
lion. The number of tourists from the 
countries for which a visa-free regime 
was introduced has significantly in-
creased. Thus, 31,966 tourists 
(+95.6%) arrived from Turkey, 6,200 
from Japan (+68.1%), 3,615 from Is-
rael (+86.2%), 750 from Indonesia 
(over a threefold increase), and 424 
from Singapore (an increase by more 
than 2.5 times). 
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