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SOCIAL MEDIA AND LANGUAGE 

 Each person is constantly changing. To-
day we are not the same as yesterday, and 
this happens not by chance, but under the 
influence of various factors – the environ-
ment, education, the people with whom 
we interact, the information that we re-
ceive daily from various sources. Views, 
values, thinking are changing, as well as 
our language, through which all of the 
above are expressed. Perhaps, today, so-
cial networks, for example, Facebook, as 
one of the leading social media platforms 
in the world, Twitter and others, make the 
greatest influence on the language. 
Thanks to this new means of communica-
tion, our vocabulary is changing, the 
number of people with whom we com-
municate daily is growing, as well as the 
speed with which we send and receive 
messages. In fact, we are talking about the 
emergence of new types of a written lan-
guage: blogs, tweets, posts, profiles, com-
ments, chats and so on. 
In this powerful speech stream, some 
words that had one meaning now obtain 
different meanings. At the same time, 
there are many completely new words and 
concepts, for example, “selfie”, “flick” or 
“emoji”, which we have begun to use in 
everyday life, not only when communi-
cating in the Internet space. Due to the 
need for a quick and concise language and 
communication on the Internet, the acro-
nyms “LOL”, “OMG”, “TTYL” are be-
coming increasingly popular. “Like”, “vi-
ral”, “Google it” are other popular exam-
ples of words the meaning of which has 
been reassigned by social networks. 
The easiest language transformations oc-
cur in young people with their flexibility 
and ability to adapt to the situation. How-
ever, older generations have a harder 
time, since mastering new rules and lan-
guage conventions requires considerable 
and quick efforts. In a recent survey con-
ducted by Samsung on 2,000 parents in 
UK, 86% of respondents said that they 
felt teenagers and young people spoke 
completely another language. According 
to a study by Professor John Sutherland of 
London University College, who is the 
UK’s leading expert in the field, there is 
now a generational gap regarding how the 
modern informal language is. 
Since most of what is written by general 
public on social networks is not edited, 
monitored, and not checked to ensure the 
correct use of everyday language, it is 

quite appropriate to write as you say in the 
Internet environment; here the law of sav-
ing language means, lively colloquial 
speech with its coagulation, spontaneity, 
expressiveness, and an abundance of spe-
cific conversational constructions, is in 
effect. At the same time, users most often 
intentionally violate the norms of the lan-
guage in informal communication with 
friends and relatives when it is not neces-
sary to write words with spelling accuracy 
in order to be understood. This playful 
and sometimes real illiteracy concerns the 
zealots of correct literary speech, since it 
causes well-founded fears about the fu-
ture of the language. As it turns out, these 
fears are shared not only by academic 
speakers of many languages of the world, 
including English, Russian, or Kazakh, 
but also by many parents whose children 
communicate most actively on social net-
works and use youth and computer slang. 
Unfortunately, the reduction and coarsen-
ing of speech often leads to a violation of 
ethical standards, the norms of speech et-
iquette and “netiquette” (network eti-
quette), which is associated with a lack of 
education, emotional restraint, and a 
sense of permissiveness and impunity. 
However, some experts believe that 
thanks to technology, we simply entered 
a different era – the departure from writ-
ten culture to the oral one, just as human-
ity once, after the invention of writing, 
moved from the oral form of expression 
to the written one. The main thing is com-
munication, they say, an informal, open 
exchange of information that does not de-
stroy our written skills, but exacerbates 
them. 
In their view, social media users should 
consider the right time and place for dif-
ferent types of writing. For example, 
when blogging, authors must adhere to 
the standards of correct grammar, alt-
hough shorthand also slips in this genre, 
since the text of the blog should be con-
cise. Twitter, which imposes a limit on the 
number of characters, forces users to re-
duce their sentences, and at the same time 
reduces and impoverishes their thoughts. 
Thus, social media, on the one hand, de-
velops, on the other hand, undermines the 
language. And the same can be said about 
communication. The communicative pro-
cess within the network sometimes inter-
feres with communication in the real 
world. Have you noticed that in public 

speaking, fewer views are directed at 
speakers in the audience, and more often 
they are focused on the screens of gadg-
ets? Moreover, sometimes even in per-
sonal communication, close people seem 
to be near you, and at the same time some-
where in another space, because the iPh-
one in their hands constantly picks, dis-
tracting their attention. 
In addition, we should not forget that the 
language performs not only the commu-
nicative function. Its cognitive function 
organizes the inner world of a person, and 
the accumulative function allows a person 
to accumulate information and transmit it 
from the past to the future. Thus, language 
is a cultural category; it forms thinking, 
worldview and human intellect, and pre-
serves national character and history. 
There is even such a science as linguistic 
ecology, which deals with the culture of 
thinking and speech behavior, the educa-
tion of linguistic taste, the protection and 
“healing” of the literary language, the def-
inition of ways and means of enriching 
and improving it. The lingual-ecological 
approach involves a careful attitude to the 
literary language both as a culture and as 
an instrument of culture. 
Meanwhile, the growing trend in network 
discourse – the general “simplification of 
the complex” – causes a certain negative 
reaction among many people who are not 
indifferent to the fate of language and cul-
ture. 
It is impossible to deny the fact that many 
thinking people are alarmed that being 
constantly in the atmosphere of a simpli-
fied language of social networks, a person 
gradually loses the ability and means to 
express complex emotions and thoughts, 
and this makes him, on the one hand, 
more aggressive and, on the other hand, 
more primitive. A primitive language 
gives rise to a primitive thinking, which 
penetrates into all spheres of our life, free-
ing people from a desire to think, com-
pare, and draw conclusions. Sometimes it 
is convenient, but more often negative 
consequences for progress are fraught – 
first at the level of the individual, then at 
the group level, then at the level of soci-
ety. The ability to speak clearly, compe-
tently and beautifully is a great gift of na-
ture to man, and to refuse it is at least un-
reasonable for “homo sapiens”. 



 

 

 The seventh annual meeting of secretar-
ies of security councils of the CIS mem-
ber states was held in Moscow. Partici-
pants focused on regional security, in-
cluding the growing terrorism-related 
risks such as the return of foreign terror-
ist fighters and the use of criminal pro-
ceeds for terrorism financing. They also 
discussed issues of military cooperation 
and joint settlement of crisis situations 
on the CIS external borders (CIS, 
20.11.2019). 

 The 50th plenary meeting of the CIS In-
terparliamentary Assembly was held in 
St. Petersburg. Parliamentarians 
adopted 11 model legislative acts and 
recommendations on various issues, in-
cluding trust management of property, 
advertising, environmental damage as-
sessment, and environmental and social 
tourism, and reviewed a perspective 
plan for drafting model legislation for 
2020–2022 (IPA CIS, 22.11.2019). 

 As part of Russia’s chairmanship in the 
SCO, the first thematic consultations of 
the SCO member states on biological 
security were held in Moscow. Offi-
cials, diplomats and experts exchanged 
views on the situation in the field of bi-
osecurity and discussed further practical 
steps to strengthen the regime of biolog-
ical disarmament and nonproliferation 
of biological weapons (MFA of Russia, 
22.11.19). 

 As part of its chairmanship in the Nu-
clear Suppliers Group, Kazakhstan held 
a seminar in Vienna aimed at exchang-
ing export control experience between 
the world’s largest producers and ex-
porters of nuclear materials, equipment 
and technologies. Participants noted the 
importance of balancing political obli-
gations of governments and commercial 
interests of companies (MFA of Ka-
zakhstan, 19.11.2019). 

 The Senate of Kazakhstan ratified the 
agreement on cooperation of the CIS 
member states in the fight against 
crimes in the field of information tech-
nology. The document will allow the 
CIS countries to increase the effective-
ness of joint preventive and law en-
forcement operations aimed at identify-
ing, interdicting and solving crimes 
committed using information communi-
cation technologies (Senate of Kazakh-
stan, 21.11.19). 

 The government delegation of Turk-
menistan led by Foreign Minister Ra-
shid Meredov attended the sixth U.S.-
Turkmenistan annual bilateral consulta-
tions held in Washington. During the 
talks, the parties discussed all aspects of 
their bilateral relations, including polit-
ical developments, regional stability 
and security, human rights and labor, re-
ligious freedom, education, cultural co-
operation and exchanges, and economic 
development and trade (U.S. Depart-
ment of State, 21.11.19). 

 During his visit to Washington, Geor-
gian Defense Minister Irakli Garibash-
vili and his U.S. counterparts signed a 
three-year framework agreement on bi-
lateral defense and security cooperation. 
The document sets out partnership pri-
orities and aims to increase Georgia’s 
defense competences and interoperabil-
ity with NATO member states and their 
armed forces (Georgia Today, 
22.11.19). 

 A meeting of the Council of Heads of 
Customs Services of the CIS member 
states was held in Tashkent. The parties 
discussed initiatives aimed at further 
strengthening mutual cooperation in the 
field of customs and signed a number of 
agreements, including on cooperation 
between customs authorities and rail-
way carriers on the implementation of 
customs control of goods transported by 
rail (UzDaily, 22.11.19). 

 Prime Minister of Kazakhstan Askar 
Mamin met with the delegation of Uz-
bek officials to discuss a potential for 
increasing mutual deliveries of agricul-
tural products and joint implementation 
of investment projects. The parties 
signed a roadmap for 2019-2024 aimed 
at enhancing cooperation in agricultural 
science, production, trade, certification, 
digitalization, veterinary medicine, and 
phytosanitary control (Kazinform, 
18.11.2019). 

 Ankara hosted the ninth meeting of the 
intergovernmental Kyrgyz-Turkish 
commission on trade and economic co-
operation. The parties discussed pro-
spects for expanding bilateral trade, as 
well as cooperation in education, sci-
ence, healthcare, industry, subsoil use, 
transport, communications, labor, fi-
nance, culture, and tourism, and signed 
a relevant plan of action (Kabar, 
24.11.2019). 

 Turkish Trade Minister Ruhsar Pekcan 
and Georgian Economy Minister Natia 
Turnava chaired a meeting of the Tur-
key-Georgia economic committee held 
in Ankara. The parties agreed to expand 
bilateral trade through finalizing the 
procedures of the diagonal cumulation 
between the EU, Turkey and Georgia, 
as well as to simplify mutual customs 
procedures (Agenda.ge, 20.11.2019). 

 According to Governor of Iran’s Goles-
tan province Hadi Haqshenas, the Inche 
Burun free economic zone will be cre-
ated on an area of 12,500 hectares near 
the Turkmenistan-Iran border. The zone 
will be located next to the railway bor-
der crossing Akyayla (Turkmenistan) – 
Inche Burun (Iran), which is part of the 
Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran railway 
corridor (Business Turkmenistan, 
19.11.2019). 

 The 14th session of the governing coun-
cil of the UN Special Program for the 
Economies of Central Asia (SPECA) 
was held in Ashgabat. Official repre-
sentatives and experts of the SPECA 
participating states, the UN Economic 
Commission for Europe, and the UN 
Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific reviewed the re-
sults of SPECA activities and deter-
mined the priority vectors of develop-
ment cooperation (MFA of Turkmeni-
stan, 22.11.2019). 

 The 11th annual investment forum “Rus-
sia Calling!” organized by the Russian 
investment bank VTB Capital was held 
in Moscow. More than 2,500 partici-
pants from 68 countries, including in-
vestors, business leaders, experts and 
government officials, attended the fo-
rum. Russian President Vladimir Putin 
delivered a speech at the forum’s ple-
nary session titled “Bridges over the 
Waves of Deglobalization” (VTB Capi-
tal, 23.11.2019). 

 President of Kazakhstan Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev met with Chairman of 
the Board of the Republican Newspaper 
“Egemen Kazakhstan” JSC Darkhan 
Kydyrali to discuss activities dedicated 
to the 100th anniversary of the newspa-
per, and the works that were published 
for this memorable date. During the 
meeting, the president was presented 
the textbook “Dombyra” prepared at his 
instruction (Akorda, 19.11.2019). 

 Archaeologists found a burial place be-
longing to the ancient Turkic era and da-
ting back to the sixth-seventh centuries 
AD in the western part of Tian Shan to 
the north-east of Tashkent. According 
to the National Center for Archeology 
of the Academy of Sciences of Uzbeki-
stan, bone and ceramic vessels, iron 
swords, knives, stirrups, nails and other 
items were found during excavations 
(TWESCO, 20.11.2019). 

 According to the Global Terrorism In-
dex 2019 report published by the Insti-
tute for Economics and Peace, Belarus 
and Turkmenistan are ranked as the saf-
est countries in the CIS in terms of the 
impact of terrorism, which means a 
practical absence of the terrorist threat. 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Nigeria and Syria top 
the list as the countries most affected by 
terrorism. Russia holds the 37th position, 
while Kazakhstan is ranked 85th in this 
list of 163 countries (Belarus24.by, 
21.11.19). 

 Uzbekistan Railways delivered human-
itarian aid consisting of books, teaching 
aids, clothing and sports equipment 
from Uzbekistan to the Afghan city of 
Mazar-e-Sharif. The aid was collected 
in the framework of the campaign titled 
“In the name of peace!” which was held 
from August 1 to October 1, 2019 and 
was intended to support the youth of Af-
ghanistan (Regnum, 21.11.2019). 

 According to the Ministry of Transport 
of Uzbekistan, the Afghan Kam Air air-
line prepares to launch regular direct 
flights from Mazar-e-Sharif to Tash-
kent. Flights will begin in December 
2019 after the completion of all organi-
zational and technical procedures. Kam 
Air already operates in Uzbekistan, car-
rying out passenger transportation on 
the Kabul-Tashkent-Kabul route (Fer-
gana, 21.11.19). 

 In anticipation of the International Day 
against Corruption marked on Decem-
ber 9, the Khoja Akhmet Yassawi Inter-
national Kazakh-Turkish University, 
jointly with the regional authorities, 
hosted the first international Turkestan 
anti-corruption forum themed “Best In-
ternational Anti-corruption Experi-
ences”. During the event, local and for-
eign participants discussed the most ef-
fective and innovative practices in the 
fight against corruption (Kazinform, 
22.11.2019). 

 34 Turkish universities entered the 2020 
Times Higher Education world univer-
sity rankings that include 1,400 univer-
sities from 92 countries. The Ankara-
based Cankaya University and Istanbul-
based Sabanci University are ranked in 
the 401-500 range, whereas the Bilkent 
and Hacettepe Universities in Ankara 
and the Koc University in Istanbul en-
tered the list in the 501-600 range 
(Anadolu, 22.11.2019). 
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