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EURASIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
The Eurasian Research Institute of the 
Khoja Akhmet Yassawi International Ka-
zakh-Turkish University jointly established 
by the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Re-
public of Turkey is a think tank, which is 
tasked with following economic, political, 
social and cultural developments, as well as 
analyzing and developing strategies on is-
sues related to the Eurasian region, in gen-
eral, and Turkic speaking countries and 
communities, in particular. 
The Institute was established in Almaty, and 
there are several reasons for this. The first 
capital of independent Kazakhstan, Almaty, 
is currently the country’s largest city and 
one of the most important and vibrant eco-
nomic and socio-cultural centers in Central 
Asia. Geographically, it is very close to the 
region’s important countries such as China, 
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, and many aca-
demic events take place in the city. 
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia, the Eurasian region has wit-
nessed a period of intense transformation 
and change. After the Central Asian coun-
tries gained their independence, the struc-
tures of the states have experienced a very 
rapid institutionalization period, and each of 
them has become an important regional ac-
tor. Since the beginning of the process of 
change, Turkey has also been actively sup-
porting the Turkic speaking Central Asian 
states, playing an important role in estab-
lishing effective cooperation platforms. The 
field of education was one of these areas of 
cooperation. As one of the fastest develop-
ing countries in the region, Kazakhstan has 
undergone significant progress in the field 
of education under the leadership of its 
founding President Nursultan Nazarbayev. 
Thus, the Khoja Akhmet Yassawi Univer-
sity and the Eurasian Research Institute, 
which is a branch of the university, are the 
most concrete results of the intersecting in-
terests of the two fraternal countries. 
As stated in the Institute’s Charter, the mis-
sion of the Institute is “to conduct scientific 
research and make strategic recommenda-
tions on the Eurasian region in general and 
Turkic speaking countries and communities 
in particular”, while the vision is “to become 
one of the major internationally recognized 
research institutions in areas such as eco-
nomics, finance, energy, international rela-
tions, security, transportation, technology, 
education, culture, art, linguistics, religion, 
philosophy, sociology, politics, history, ar-
chaeology and environment”. Within the 
framework of the mission and vision, the 
Eurasian Research Institute since its founda-
tion has been trying to provide reasonable 
solutions to the problems of the Eurasian re-
gion, through the generation of information, 
data and academic analyses by avoiding ide-
ology and political bias. 
The Eurasian Research Institute attaches 
great importance to the publication activi-
ties, and its publications are issued in four 

languages with the different frequency. The 
weekly e-bulletin, which includes weekly 
news on international relations, security, 
economy, finance, energy and culture, is 
prepared in three languages (English, Ka-
zakh and Turkish). In addition, the Asya-
Avrupa (Asia-Europe) journal is issued 
every month. The journal contains inter-
views, infographics, analytical articles and 
comments, and Institute activities in four 
languages (English, Kazakh, Russian and 
Turkish). The Institute has also begun pub-
lishing the peer-reviewed Eurasian Re-
search Journal every six months. Efforts are 
being made to include the journal in reputa-
ble indexes as soon as possible. Moreover, 
the ‘Outlook’ book series, which include 
analyses of important topics in Eurasia, are 
published in four languages every year. 
Other important publication activities of the 
Institute include the publication of books 
and reports in different fields ranging from 
energy security to environmental issues. In 
addition to issuing publications, it is of great 
importance to introduce them globally. In 
this context, the Institute also reaches out to 
the whole world via social media channels 
such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, and through an advanced and 
constantly updated website that operates in 
four languages. 
Apart from the abovementioned scientific 
publications in various categories, the activ-
ities of the Institute include academic meet-
ings such as seminars, workshops, con-
gresses, and conferences in various disci-
plines. Within this framework, the Econ-
omy, Finance and Energy Congress (EFE), 
which is held every two years, is the most 
comprehensive activity of the Eurasian Re-
search Institute and has gradually become 
institutionalized. In 2018, the EFE was or-
ganized for the third time, and experts from 
10 countries participated, with about 70 sci-
entific papers presented at the event. More-
over, Nobel Laureate and world famous 
Turkish scientist Mr. Aziz Sancar took part 
in the EFE as an honorary guest. We will or-
ganize EFE congress for the fourth time in 
2020. 
It should also be mentioned that the Eura-
sian Research Institute has entered the 
Global Go To Think Tank Index, which has 
been compiled since 2008 and evaluates 
think tanks all over the world according to 
various criteria. Our Institute, which found 
its place in the index on behalf of Kazakh-
stan in the national sense, makes a contribu-
tion to Kazakhstan’s scientific power on its 
own scale. This success of the Institute is at 
the same time an important contribution of 
the Khoja Akhmet Yassawi University to 
the scientific capacity of Kazakhstan. It 
should be known that very few organiza-
tions from Kazakhstan were able to enter 
this index. 
First of all, our Institute entered the men-
tioned index at the beginning of 2018. 

Among more than 7,000 think tanks ranked 
according to different categories, our Insti-
tute is listed in the categories of ‘Top For-
eign Policy and International Affairs Think 
Tanks’ and ‘Top Think Tanks in Central 
Asia’ in the 2018 Index, in which only 60 to 
150 top organizations are listed. In the index 
that was announced at the end of January 
2019, our Institute achieved greater success 
and became one of the best think tanks in the 
new two categories. These are ‘Think Tanks 
with the Best Use of the Internet’ and ‘Think 
Tanks with the Best Use of Social Media 
and Networks’. In addition, the Institute 
moved up 8 points in each of the categories 
that it succeeded to enter in the 2018 Index. 
More than 8,000 organizations were evalu-
ated in the 2019 Index and only the best 
could enter the index. On average, 98% of 
think tanks in the world were not able to en-
ter the index. 
Undoubtedly, the management of the 
Akhmet Yassawi University has a great 
share in these achievements of the Institute. 
We would like to thank the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, Professor Dr. Musa 
Yildiz and all of our esteemed Board of 
Trustees Members, the Rector, Professor 
Dr. Bolatbek Abdrasilov, the First Vice-
Rector, Professor Dr. Cengiz Tomar, and the 
Vice-Rectors for their encouraging and 
guiding approach. In addition, we recall 
with gratitude all the heads of our University 
and the previous directors of the Institute, 
who have contributed to the success of the 
Institute since its foundation. 
The Eurasian Research Institute was estab-
lished in the framework of the common vi-
sion developed by the two fraternal coun-
tries and was carefully equipped with the 
most advanced physical facilities of the age. 
This superior vision and infrastructure in the 
establishment of the Institute are evident in 
every place from the conference halls to the 
library. The modern physical environment, 
where all the needs are considered, supports 
the efficient work of the Institute. Similarly, 
mental elements such as moral motivation 
and eagerness are essential and perhaps the 
most important elements in the success of 
such institutions since only institutions with 
qualified professionals, who work with joy 
and have positive work environments, can 
achieve success. This moral factor of the 
Eurasian Research Institute has played a ma-
jor role from 2014 to the present. 
As a result, it should be noted that the Eura-
sian Research Institute is on its way to be-
coming a successful model and is an exem-
plary institution in many aspects. The Khoja 
Akhmet Yassawi University and the Insti-
tute, which supports the development of Ka-
zakhstan’s scientific presence on its own 
scale, will always continue to work in order 
to contribute to peace, stability, and prosper-
ity in Eurasia.  



 

 

• The parliamentary elections in Moldova 
were held for the first time under the 
mixed voting system that replaced the 
previously used proportional system. In 
addition to three independent candi-
dates, representatives of the four parties 
were elected to the 101-member parlia-
ment: the Party of Socialists (35 seats), 
the Democratic Party (30), the ACUM 
bloc (26), and the Shor Party (7). 

• During her official visit to Azerbaijan, 
President of Georgia Salome Zurabish-
vili held talks with President Ilham Ali-
yev and other high-ranking Azeri offi-
cials. In the course of the negotiations, 
the parties discussed the current state 
and prospects of bilateral cooperation, 
including the implementation of 
transport and energy projects, as well as 
the situation in the South Caucasus. 

• During the 16th meeting of the EU-
Azerbaijan Cooperation Council held in 
Brussels, the parties discussed mutual 
cooperation in the transport and energy 
sectors. They also addressed the issues 
related to a new comprehensive bilateral 
partnership agreement, which should re-
place the 1996 partnership and coopera-
tion agreement taking into account the 
present-day conditions and challenges. 

• U.S. Principal Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary for South and Central Asian Affairs 
Alice Wells visited Kyrgyzstan and Uz-
bekistan. In Bishkek, Wells held talks 
with senior Kyrgyz officials and visited 
the American University of Central 
Asia. In Tashkent, she met with high-
ranking Uzbek officials and led the U.S. 
government interagency delegation to 
participate in the U.S.-Uzbekistan an-
nual bilateral consultations. 

• The fourth meeting of the authorized 
representatives of the Caspian states to 
negotiate the draft protocol on coopera-
tion in combatting illegal extraction of 
biological resources (poaching) in the 
Caspian Sea was held in Ashgabat. In 
addition, Turkmenistan’s capital also 
hosted the fifth meeting of the littoral 
states that discussed the draft protocol 
on cooperation in ensuring safety of 
navigation in the Caspian Sea. 

• According to Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu, a trilateral format of 
cooperation can be created between 
Turkey, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, in 
analogy with the already existing for-
mats in the region, such as Turkey-
Azerbaijan-Georgia and Turkey-Azer-
baijan-Turkmenistan. The minister 
noted that these forms of interaction be-
tween the countries contribute to their 
economic and political development. 

• During the fourth strategic consultative 
meeting in Beijing, the delegations of 
the foreign ministries of China and 
Mongolia assessed the current state of 
relations between the two countries, dis-
cussed regional issues and reviewed the 
implementation of bilateral political, 
trade and economic agreements. The 
parties also held the second meeting of 
the Mongolia-China Joint Council on 
Humanitarian Exchange. 

• The delegation of Azerbaijan consisting 
of government officials and business-
men visited China to participate in the 
7th meeting of the Azerbaijan-China In-
tergovernmental Trade-Economic Co-
operation Commission. The parties dis-
cussed prospects for expanding cooper-
ation in the areas of trade and invest-
ment, energy, information and commu-
nication technologies, agriculture and 
food security, transport, technical assis-
tance, tourism, culture, sports, youth, 
and education. 

• During the meeting in Baku, Azerbaijan 
Caspian Shipping Company and Ka-
zakhstan Railways agreed to create a 
working group to cooperate in increas-
ing the volume of cargo transportation 
in the Caspian Sea. In particular, the 
sides discussed transport routes through 
the Caspian Sea and the territory of 
Azerbaijan, including the Trans-Cas-
pian International Transport Route. 

• The delegation of Turkish businessmen 
made of representatives of Turkey’s 
leading companies in energy, construc-
tion, design, information technologies, 
tourism, chemical industry, transport 
and logistics visited Uzbekistan. During 
the visit organized by Uzbekistan’s Sen-
ate and Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry jointly with Turkey’s Independ-
ent Industrialists’ and Businessmen’s 
Association (MUSIAD), the parties dis-
cussed opportunities for further 
strengthening trade, investment and 
business-to-business cooperation. 

• The Uzbek Ministry of Energy and 
USAID signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding to cooperate in supporting 
the energy sector of Uzbekistan. Ac-
cording to the document, the partner-
ship of the parties is aimed at imple-
menting projects to improve energy ef-
ficiency, the use of renewable energy 
and Uzbekistan’s participation in the 
Central Asian energy market. 

• Turkmenistan and South Korea held the 
7th meeting of their joint intergovern-
mental commission on trade, economic, 
scientific and technological cooperation 
in Seoul. In addition to the major fields, 
the parties discussed prospects for coop-
eration in the spheres of finance, energy 
and mineral processing, construction 
and transport, agriculture and fishery, 
culture, tourism, healthcare, standardi-
zation, information and communication 
technologies, and education. 

• During the 18th meeting of the EU-
Turkmenistan joint committee held in 
Brussels, the parties reviewed the pro-
gress made in 2018 in terms of bilateral 
cooperation, trade, economic reforms, 
as well as the rule of law and human 
rights. The partners assessed the poten-
tial for Turkmen gas deliveries to Eu-
rope and reaffirmed their commitment 
to strengthen energy cooperation. 

• According to the Tajik Ministry of Ag-
riculture, in 2018, the country’s farmers 
produced about 212,000 tons of vegeta-
bles and more than 447,700 tons of 
fruits, which is 14% more compared 
with 2017. One sixth of Tajik vegeta-
bles and fruits were exported abroad, 
with Afghanistan, Russia, Kazakhstan 
and Kyrgyzstan being the main custom-
ers. 

• During the regional forum on disaster 
risk financing held in Almaty, policy-
makers and disaster risk management 
experts from the five Central Asian 
countries discussed ways to improve fi-
nancial protection against natural disas-
ters in the context of climate change re-
lated risks. In the past three decades, 
natural disasters affected over 10 mil-
lion people in the region causing eco-
nomic losses of $2.5 billion. 

• Turkmenistan, which chairs the Interna-
tional Fund for Saving the Aral Sea this 
year, put forward an initiative for devel-
oping a special UN program for the Aral 
Sea Basin. The program is intended to 
provide an integrated approach to solv-
ing the Aral Sea crisis and improving 
the environmental situation in the re-
gion with the broad participation of all 
interested parties. 

• The UNDP office in Uzbekistan handed 
over agricultural equipment to the For-
estry Committee of Karakalpakstan, as 
well as to local pasture cooperatives es-
tablished under the project aimed at cre-
ating climate-resilient farming commu-
nities in the drought prone parts of Uz-
bekistan. The equipment will be used 
for forest reclamation works on the 
dried bottom of the Aral Sea. 

• Kazakhstan chaired, along with Malta 
and France, the first meeting of the UN 
Group of Friends for the Reintegration 
of Children Involved in Armed Conflict 
held at the UN headquarters in New 
York. The meeting was attended by rep-
resentatives of about 40 UN member 
states, the UN Children’s Fund, the 
World Bank and various nongovern-
mental organizations. 

• According to the National Olympic 
Committee of Uzbekistan, the country 
submitted its application for hosting the 
21st Asian Games to be held in 2030, 
along with Qatar, India and the Philip-
pines. The delegation of the Olympic 
Council of Asia visited Uzbekistan to 
inspect sports infrastructure of Tashkent 
and Samarkand in order to assess their 
capacity to host the games. 

• The delegation of TURKSOY headed 
by its Secretary General Dusen Kas-
seinov visited Osh, the Cultural Capital 
of the Turkic World 2019. As part of the 
visit, the delegation met with local offi-
cials and examined the city infrastruc-
ture that will be used for hosting large-
scale cultural events associated with 
Osh’s status. 

• In the 2018-2019 academic year, 63 
higher education institutions were regis-
tered in Georgia, which is 12 less than 
in the previous year. Eight universities 
lost their status due to the failure to meet 
the established education quality stand-
ards. Despite the reduction in the num-
ber of universities, the number of stu-
dents in Georgia increased by 2.7% to 
147,700, of which 12,200 are foreign-
ers. 
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